•SQuoted in ibid.
• This drew a bitter reply from the editors of the Eastern Argus, who "deem it a duty to hold up to public scorn those prints, which, like the Bangor Whig and Portland Gazette, are shameful enough to ridicule the proceedings of their own government, and exult over the seizure of its citizens. "•6
Meanwhile the war was proceeding in earnest, and Maine's troops shortly captured New Brunswick's land-agen,t, who was brought to Bangor and lodged in the best hotel in town. The Bangor Whig bewailed such a generous policy, contrasting it with the way in which Mcintyre had been dragged to Fredericton and thrown into jail. "Should not such treatment cause the blood of every American to boil with indignation? "•7
Great excitement prevailed in Augusta, in HouRon, hnd in Bangor, where the troops were being assembled. Many of the Boston, as well •as the Maine, papers dispatched special correspondents to Bangor. One reported on February 25: "... a great stir and bustle. The foundries are still at work casting balls... men are busy in manufacturing cartridges,-teams are constantly arriving and departing with arms,-stores and munitions of war, load after load, are passing every hour for ,the scene of operations. All kinds of produce from the country meet a quick sale and a high price .... And a week later he described the scene: "The appearance of our city has been more warlike today than ever. It is hard to estimate the spirit with which the Maine militia went forth to battle. Tradition would tell of the patriotism and For the most part the men were not volunteers; ff they had been, there would have been no need to keep up their morale with such a vast amount of publicity. On the whole, though, they responded fairly well. Governor Fairfield, while perhaps not an impartial observer, testified to their willingness: "We experience no difficulty in procuring men to go on this service against the trespassers," he wrote his wife. "On the contrary, it is hard work to keep them But for the most part the men felt otherwise, and were rapidly trained. As early as February 21 the Governor was able to report that "the troops are in excellent spirits and anxious to march for the Aroostook? ø And a week later they were off, perhaps not
•-6Portland Eastern Argus, March 1, 1889; Portland Advertiser, March 1, 1889.
•-*Feb. 27, 1889.
• What is there to account for the fact that war did not ensue?
Chance, to a certain extent, played a part; it was chance that there was no accidental engagement, no unfortunate skirmish. But other factors were more important.
In the first place, colonization of the Aroostook was not so far advanced as the Maine press would have had readers believe. A short-sighted land distribution scheme had long held up the development of the countxy. For a quarter .of a century, under Massachusetts, sales of large tracts to speculators and other absentee landlords had hindered settlement. Although the policy had been changed after 1820, the effects of the old system still proved detrimental. Lumber concerns and itinerant woodsmen had penetrated the wilderness, so that by the time Maine started to promote settlement in earnest it was almost too late; the Aroostook had been appropriated by loggers, and was occupied largely by transients interested only in skimming off the forest wealth. To be sure, the revelations of the geologists and the inducements of the state did encourage some farmers to move in, but not nearly as many as had been hoped. The incident which provoked the Aroostook War had nothing to do with the new settlers, but was, as has been seen, concerned with trespassing on timber lands. The fighting spirit which might have been aroused among the inhabitants ff one of them had been involved was lacking. Mcintyre, after all, was only an official, Maine's land agent. There was no direct blow at the settlers themselves. In short, there were settlers, but there were not very many of them. They may have been irritated, but they were not ready to fight.
